
Itasca Campus – Hunger Free Campus since 2020 

During the 2019-2020 school year, the Itasca Community College (ICC) Student Senate received an 

award from LeadMN, the statewide student association, for becoming a hunger-free campus. The 

Student Senate led the college in this endeavor, and was supported by the ICC Foundation and Student 

Services. This important designation means that the college is committed to ensuring that no student 

goes hungry.  

Factors that contributed to this achievement include: having an established food pantry on campus, 

providing information to students on food assistance programs in the community (such as SNAP), having 

an emergency assistance grant for students in need, establishing a Hunger Task Force, and hosting an 

awareness event regarding food insecurity. 

ICC Student Senate was able to receive their award at an event that had been postponed due to COVID. 

At this event, the Student Senate provided a meal to all students free of charge. The meal was made 

using ingredients from the campus Food Pantry, in an effort to bring more awareness to this important 

resource.  

“Hunger-Free Campus” is an initiative by LeadMN to address food insecurity on community and 

technical colleges. The 2020 #RealCollege national report shows that 45% of college students in the 

United States are food insecure. This statistic is consistent with recent Minnesota data that shows 37% 

of college students have experienced food insecurity, meaning they do not have a steady source of food 

or cannot afford to feed themselves or their families. 

A hunger-free campus is a Minnesota State community and/or technical college that is actively taking 

strides to reduce food insecurity amongst students. In order to be awarded the Hunger Free Campus 

designation, a campus must meet certain criteria. The ICC Student Senate worked hard to meet and 

document these criteria.  

Food insecurity is a real problem for people everywhere. If you are an Itasca student and you are 

experiencing food insecurity, please call 218-322-2320 to be connected to resources. 
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