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Dear Graduates,  
  
On behalf of all faculty and staff of Minnesota 
North College, I want to congratulate you on 
reaching a very important milestone in your life. 
Earning a college degree is not easy, as it requires 
an investment of time and money, hard work, and 
perseverance. You should be proud of this well-
earned accomplishment, which will serve as a 
launching point for you to advance your life and 
career goals.  
  
An important highlight of this graduation is that 
we are honored to have you as a part of the 
inaugural graduating class of Minnesota North 
College. Whether you pursued your degree at 
Hibbing, Itasca, Mesabi Range Eveleth or Virginia, 
Rainy River, or Vermilion Campus, we thank you 
for choosing Minnesota North to continue your 
studies.  
 
Again, congratulations and best wishes!  
  
Michael Raich, President  
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Tuesday, May 9, 2023 
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Minnesota North College 

Vermilion Campus 

Commencement 

 

Order of Events 

 
Prelude 

 

 

Processional 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome and  

Introduction of 

Keynote Speaker 

 

Keynote Address 

 

 

 

Recognition of 

Vermilion Faculty, 

Staff, and Advisory 

and Foundation 

Boards 

 

 

Speaker for the Class 

 

 

 

Selections performed by “Van & the Free 

Candies” 

 

“Pomp and Circumstance March” 
by Edward Elgar 

Ely High School Brass Ensemble  
Izzy Schiltz, Trumpet; Mr. Karl Kubiak, Trumpet / 

Horn; Maggie Dammann, Trombone; Anna 

Hammond, Euphonium; Blake Braun Walsh, Tuba 

 

 

Dr. Michael Raich, President 

 

 

 

Devinder Malhotra, Minnesota State 

Colleges and Universities Chancellor 

 

 

Christopher Koivisto, Dean of Natural 

Resources & Human Services, Director of 

Operations – Vermilion Campus 

 

 

 

 

Sam Maves, Student Senate President 

 

 

 

Please remember to turn your cell phone off during the program. phones off. 
 

 

Michael S. and Janice Smith Scholarship  ......................................................... Ben Glowack 

Steger Environmental Science Award .................................................................. Holly Engel 

Noel Tedrow Memorial Scholarship ............................................................ Nicole Ackerman 

Noel Tedrow Memorial Scholarship ................................................................ Mary Erickson 

Noel Tedrow Memorial Scholarship ............................................................... Cody Fallstrom 

Noel Tedrow Memorial Scholarship .................................................................. Chase Snyder 

Twin City Iron Rangers Association Scholarship ...................................... Amber McCorison 

Twin City Iron Rangers Association Scholarship ............................................ Kyla Stellmach 

Twin City Iron Rangers Association Scholarship ..........................................Avery Lila Thiel 

Twin Metals Scholarship ............................................................................. Nicole Ackerman 

Twin Metals Scholarship ................................................................................. Julia Fornengo 

Vermilion Advisory Board Scholarship ........................................................... Lauren Belland 

Vermilion Campus Foundation Scholarship ............................................... Alexander Buchta 

Vermilion Faculty Association Scholarship .............................................................. Jack Lien 

Vermilion Faculty Association Scholarship ......................................................... Saara Miller 

Vermilion Faculty Association Scholarship ......................................................... Axel Vargas 

Vermilion New Student Achievement Scholarship ............................................... Jake Thome 

Vermilion Range Trap Club Scholarship ............................................................... Joseph Earl 

Vermilion Veterans Scholarship ............................................................................. Luke Irons 

William Ogden Scholarship ........................................................................... Courtney Eilrich 

William Ogden Scholarship ............................................................................ Cody Fallstrom 

William Ogden Scholarship ........................................................................... Natasha Fulkrod 

William Ogden Scholarship ......................................................................... Destiny Gonzalez 

William Ogden Scholarship ................................................................................. Collin Hackl 

William Ogden Scholarship ......................................................................... Drayke Hanninen 

William Ogden Scholarship ............................................................................. Takiyah Lewis 

William Ogden Scholarship ................................................................................ Sammy Russ 

William Ogden Scholarship ....................................................................... Mikell Schoonover 

William Ogden Scholarship ........................................................................... Jeightlin Sickels 

William Ogden Scholarship .................................................................................. Jake Thome 

William Ogden Scholarship ...................................................................... Bethany Thompson 

St. Louis County Mineral Royalties Scholarship ........................................... Alesha Erickson 

St. Louis County Mineral Royalties Scholarship ............................................. Sarah Hartman 

St. Louis County Mineral Royalties Scholarship ........................................... Madison Herzog 

St. Louis County Mineral Royalties Scholarship ............................................. Morgan Hirsch 

St. Louis County Mineral Royalties Scholarship .............................................. Emma Knaffla 

St. Louis County Mineral Royalties Scholarship ............................................. Lindsay Sikora 

St. Louis County Mineral Royalties Scholarship ...........................................Avery Lila Thiel 

St. Louis County Mineral Royalties Scholarship ................................................. Ande Visser 

Minnesota Workforce Development Scholarship ...................................... Kellie Bednarchuk 

Minnesota Workforce Development Scholarship .......................................... Andrea Beuning 

Minnesota Workforce Development Scholarship ............................................ Heather Favilla 

Minnesota Workforce Development Scholarship ......................................... Cheyenne Fisher 

Minnesota Workforce Development Scholarship ....................................... Brenna Grangroth 

Minnesota Workforce Development Scholarship .............................................. Hanna Jensen 

Minnesota Workforce Development Scholarship .......................................... Katheryn Melby 

Minnesota Workforce Development Scholarship ...........................................Isabelle Moerke 

Minnesota Workforce Development Scholarship ................................................. Kayla Nater 

Minnesota Workforce Development Scholarship ............................................. Ray Palmquist 

Minnesota Workforce Development Scholarship ........................................ Rhiannan Schafer 

Minnesota Workforce Development Scholarship ......................................... Margaret Seekon 

Minnesota Workforce Development Scholarship ................................................. Alexis Starr 



Vermilion Foundation Scholarship Recipients 
 

Ely Branch, AAUW Scholarship ........................................................... Morgan Hirsch 

American Legion Drum and Bugle Corp Scholarship ......................... Erron Anderson 

Bob and Lil Cary Memorial Scholarship .............................................. Destiny Hering 

Compeer NRT Scholarship  .............................................................. Brennan Bondhus 

Compeer NRT Scholarship  ............................................................... Hailey Buckentin 

George Covich Memorial Scholarship ............................................... Drayke Hanninen 

Blaine and Lucille Barnes-Diesslin Scholarship ........................................ Saara Miller 

Dr. Larry Anderson Vet Tech Scholarship ................................................ Kyla Berger 

Dr. Larry Anderson Vet Tech Scholarship ............................................... Xavier Pauly 

Ely EMPOWER ................................................................................... Katheryn Melby 

Ely Pickleball Scholarship .................................................................... Edward Prijatel 

Ely Rotary Club William Mills Memorial Scholarship .......................... Lilyan Kostka 

Ely Rotary Club William Mills Memorial Scholarship  ................. Jordan Samuelsson 

Ely-Bloomenson Community Hospital Scholarship ............................ Jordan Muhvich 

Friends of Boundary Waters Wilderness Scholarship ........................ Savannah George  

Friends of Boundary Waters Wilderness Scholarship ............................ Ahren Wagner 

Remo and Barbara Garni Scholarship ................................................ Bradley Limanen 

Jason Henry Memorial Scholarship .................................................. Brennan Bondhus 

Jason Henry Memorial Scholarship ................................................... Hailey Buckentin 

Bert Hoyer Memorial NRT Internship Scholarship ..................................... Emily Laur 

Bert Hoyer Memorial NRT Internship Scholarship .............................. Ryan Paliewicz 

Kiwanis Club of Ely Scholarship ..................................... Sophia Jean LaKey Kurnava 

Everett Laitala Memorial Scholarship ....................................................... Axel Vargas 

Lake Country Power Les Beach Memorial Scholarship  .................... Courtney Eilrich 

Listening Point Foundation Scholarship  ....................................................... Jack Lien 

Living the Dream Scholarship ............................................................ Natasha Fulkrod 

Living the Dream Scholarship ........................................................... Drayke Hanninen 

Living the Dream Scholarship .............................................................. Martyna Prloux 

Living the Dream Scholarship ............................................... Bethany Rose Thompson 

Lobe Helping Hands Scholarship ........................................................... Zachary Wiste 

Joseph and Patrick Markovich Scholarship ............................................. Hunter Olson 

Darlene McDonald Memorial Scholarship  ................................. Chloe Marie Sullivan 

MN Deer Hunter's Assn. - Sturgeon River Ch. Scholarship ................ Erron Anderson 

MN Deer Hunter's Assn. - Sturgeon River Ch. Scholarship .............. Hailey Buckentin 

MN Deer Hunter's Assn. - Sturgeon River Ch. Scholarship ............... Kristopher Ryan 

Herb Moline Memorial Scholarship - Arts ......................................... Brenna Grangroth 

Herb Moline Memorial Scholarship - Arts ............................ Bethany Rose Thompson 
Edward and Ester Nelson Transfer Scholarship ...................... Sophia Jean LaKey Kurnava 

Erik Ness Memorial Scholarship ............................................................... Aaron Gilbertson 

Northeast Law Enforcement Administrators Council ......................................... Isaac Caron 

Northeast Law Enforcement Administrators Council  .................................... Max Marcotte 

Northshore Mining/Cliffs Natural Resources Scholarship .............. Logan Michael Meskill 

Charles D. Novak Scholarship .........................................................................Jake Casazza 

Joseph and Theresa Popesh Transfer Scholarship ................... Sophia Jean LaKey Kurnava 

Barbara and Bill Rom Scholarship  ................................................................... Holly Engel 

Anne Rozman Scholarship ......................................................................... Natasha Fulkrod 

Rudy Semeja Memorial Scholarship ............................................................... Ailie Vroman 

Silvers MTU Memorial Fund ......................................................................... Hayley Darke 

Christy Skraba Scholarship  ......................................................................Drayke Hanninen 

 

 

 phones off. 

 

 

 

 

 
Presentation of the 

Class of 2023 

 

 

 

Presentation of 

Degrees and 

Certificates 

 

Special Music 

Vermilion Music 

Department 
 

 

 

Conferring of 

Degrees 

 

Recessional 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Christopher Koivisto, Dean of Natural 

Resources & Human Services, Director of 

Operations – Vermilion Campus 

 

 

Reed Petersen, Faculty President  

 

 

 

“My Wish” 
Words and Music by Steve Robson and Jeffrey Steele 

Matthew Janeksela, accompanied by  

Sara Skelton 

 

 

Dr. Michael Raich, President 

 

 

"Two Trumpet Tunes"  
Purcell, Arr. Corley 

"Sicut Cervus" 
Palestrina, Arr. Kubiak 

Ely High School Brass Ensemble  
Izzy Schiltz, Trumpet; Mr. Karl Kubiak, Trumpet/Horn; 

Maggie Dammann, Trombone; Anna Hammond, 

Euphonium; Blake Braun Walsh, Tuba 
 

Audience will please rise for the recessional and remain 

standing until those in academic dress have recessed. 

 
 

Please join us in the cafeteria for the reception 

 immediately following the ceremony. 
 



 

ASSOCIATE OF ARTS 

Candidates for Graduation 
 

Lexie Lee Adams 

Elijah Paul Anderson 

J'Sean Banks 

Aili Lorraine Bee 

Riley Ryan Bishop 

Jackson Alexander Clay 

Ronald H Ducros 

Michael James Feralio* 

Taylor McKinley Gibney 

Caleb Joshua Janeksela 

Kaleb Micheal Kappes-Bliss 

Jaicee Dawn Krings  

Sophia Jean LaKey Kurnava 

 

Abigail Anna Maki 

Destiny Matthiesen 

Jacob Patrick Mickelson 

Cedar Brook Ohlhauser 

Cameron Scott Peterson 

Brandon Raine 

Madelyne Caroline Roderick* 

Emily Anne Seipke 

Walter Matthew Sweetman 

Kelly Adelene Thompson** 

Angel Torres 

Davis A. Walsh 

Zachary William Wiste 

 

** High Honors, *Honors 

 

 

 

ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE 

Candidates for Graduation 
 

Nicole Ackerman 

Chase Gregory Berg 

Sam Coleman* 

Hayley Darke* 

Alexander Robert Doege 

Jack Goggin 

Jack Robert Hasty* 

Nolan William Hess 

Jo Johnson** 

Mason Douglas LePard 

Antonn Somboau Phomma* 

Nathan Postle* 

Walter Matthew Sweetman 

Michael Allan Trucano Jr** 

Zachary William Wiste 

Charles Wonser* 

 

** High Honors, *Honors 

Minnesota North College – Leadership Team 
 

Richard Kangas ........................................ Associate Vice President of Student Affairs 

Molly Franz .............................................................. Dean of Enrollment Management 

Brad Scott ............................................................................. Interim Dean of Athletics 

Christopher Koivisto .......................... Dean of Natural Resources & Human Services,  

 Director of Operations – Vermilion Campus 

Aaron Reini ................................................................................. Dean of Liberal Arts,  

 Director of Operations – Hibbing Campus 

Dr. Jessalyn Sabin .......................................... Dean of Career & Technical Education,  

 Director of Operations – Mesabi Range Eveleth Campus 

Jodi Pontinen ............................................................................ Financial Aid Director,  

 Director of Operations – Mesabi Range Virginia Campus 

Brad Krasaway ..................................... Director of Operations – Rainy River Campus 

Lisa Marcis ............................. English Faculty, Campus Coordinator – Itasca Campus 

Dr. Trent Janezich ............................................ Executive Director of Advancement &  

 Customized Training Solutions  

 
Minnesota North College – Vermilion Campus  

 

Advisory Committee 
 

Liz Anderson 

Megan Anderson 

Nicholas Cooley 

Marge Forsberg, Chair 

Julie Hignell 

Aaron Kania 

Judy Klun 

Becca Reiss 

 

Leslie Thibodeaux 

William Tefft 

John VanDreese 

Jen Westlund 

Foundation Board 
 

Chad Boedeker 

Anne Folz 

Sheri Israel  

Derek Lossing 

Deb Miller 

Tom Pustovar 

O’Niell Tedrow 

Pam Turnbull 

Colin Yahnke 

 

 

Minnesota State Colleges and Universities Chancellor 
 

Devinder Malhotra 
 

Minnesota State Colleges and Universities Board of Trustees 
 

Asani Ajogun 

Victor Avemobuwa 

Alex Cirillo 

Jay Cowles  

Dawn Erlandson 

Jerry Janezich 

Jim Grabowska 

Tim Huebsch 

Roger Moe, Chair 

Javier Morillo 

April Nishimura  

Oballa Oballa 

Kathy Sheran 

George Soule, Vice Chair 

Cheryl Tefer 

 

 



Minnesota North College - Staff at Vermilion Campus  
 

Jessica Anderson ......................................................................... Enrollment Specialist 

Mandi Bendel ........................................................ TRIO Academic Support Specialist 

Siera Brazel ............................................................... Housing/Residence Life Director 

Linden Bulloch ............................................................................ Food Service Worker 

Marcia Chambers ................................................................ TRIO Retention Specialist 

Elizabeth Chapman ................................ Veterinary Technology Laboratory Assistant 

Louise Chase ........................................................................ Solution Center Specialist 

Stephanie Clay ............................................................................ Food Service Worker 

Steve Cochran .............................................................. Academic Support Coordinator 

Matthew Collins ............................................................................ Facilities Supervisor 

Austin Dane .......................................... Library and Learning Management Specialist 

Isaiah Ellingson .............................................................. General Maintenance Worker 

Ian Field ................................................................................... General Repair Worker 

Lynn Franks ................................................................................ Food Service Worker 

Jessica Fredenburg ...................................................................... Food Service Worker 

Mandy Hanninen ......................................................................... Food Service Worker 

Shannan Harding ......................................................... TRIO/Student Support Services 

Christine Hegenbarth .................................................... Academic Affairs Coordinator 

Annette Horvat ... Academic Resources & TRIO Student Support Services Supervisor 

Tyree Johnson ................................................................ General Maintenance Worker 

Jerritt Johnston .......................................................... Director of Technology Services 

Molly Johnston ...........................................Academic Advising/Accessibility Services 

Richard Larson ............................................ Academic Support & Retention Specialist 

Cynthia Loushin .........................................................  Faculty/Records Office Support 

David Marshall ............................................................................  Director of Facilities  

Mary Muellerleile .................................................................... Accounting Technician 

Sarah Murn.................................................................................... Foundation Director 

Jeffrey Nelson ...................................................................... College Services Director 

Raymond Podominick ................................................................ Financial Aid Advisor 

Suellen Sack .................................................................................... Safety Coordinator 

Louise Schmitt ........................Information Technology Customer Service Technician 

Gary Tedrick ............................................................................ General Repair Worker 

Rosario Thole .............................................................................. Food Service Worker 

Tamara Velcheff .............................. Cook Coordinator/General Maintenance Worker 

Sandra Walter ................................................................. General Maintenance Worker 

Louis Wiggen .................................................................................. Prospect Specialist 

Carly Wogen ............................................................................. Bookstore Coordinator 

Michelle Zupancich........................................................................ Executive Assistant 

 

Minnesota North College – Executive Cabinet 
 

Dr. Michael Raich ........................................................................................... President 

Elise Lind ............................................................. Executive Assistant to the President 

Dr. Bart Johnson ............................... Vice President of Academic and Student Affairs 

Stephanie Pope ............................................... Vice President of Finance and Facilities 

Carmen Bradach ................................................... Vice President of Human Resources 

 

ASSOCIATE OF APPLIED SCIENCE 

Candidates for Graduation 
 

Carter James Abbott 

Thea Baier 

Katelyn Mary Bergin 

Naomi Martha Bollman 

William Christopher Burger 

John W. Butala 

Isaac Joseph Caron** 

Weston Wayne Cline* 

Christian Kliever Debrey 

Mason Riley Deming 

Nicole LeAnn Draheim 

Joey Ell 

Parker J Flesland 

Bryan Scott Garrison 

Cullen Grannes 

Nicholas Lee Hagen* 

Alexander Hager 

Isaac Hamlen 

Braden James Hardy 

Tyler Daniel Housey 

Jacob Marshall Ihfe 

Eric Josephson 

Dylan Kammerud 

Isaiah Michael Larson 

McCarthy Donovan Leaf 

Josh William Lee 

Keirstin Lisell* 

 

Aiden Laddie Litfin  

Max Raymond Marcotte** 

Amelia Mae Mattfield  

Samuel David Maves* 

Robert Bleuw McDonough 

Jordan Donovan McGinley* 

Casey Alan Meadows 

Christopher Ryan Mitchell* 

Dexter James Montague 

Brett Moschel** 

Dylan James Nelson* 

Maxwell David Noer 

Cole Michael Nordskog 

Lee Christian Omdahl 

Ryan Severin Paliewicz** 

Wyatt Hunter Peterson 

Bode Severn Rasmussen 

Colin Ross Rasmussen 

Riley Marie Roden** 

Amber Ryba 

Tate Anthony Serocki 

Logan James Smith** 

Deborah Spengler** 

Matthew Robert Stone 

Parker Thomas Sunderman 

Mara A Theisen 

Jace Alan Thompson 

 

 

 



 

ASSOCIATE OF APPLIED SCIENCE 

Candidates for Graduation 
 

(continued) 

 

Gavin David Valento* 

Gretchen Marie Venske  

Nathan Wahl 

Jacob A Wetch 

 

Zachary William Wiste 

Kaden William Flowers Withers 

Charles Wonser* 

 

** High Honors, *Honors 

 

 

 

CERTIFICATE 

Candidates for Graduation 
 

Zach T Bauman 

William Christopher Burger 

John W. Butala 

Isaac Joseph Caron** 

Sam Coleman* 

Hayley Darke* 

Alexander Robert Doege 

Kaylea Marie Eichberg 

Michael James Feralio* 

Cullen Grannes 

Alexander Hager 

Isaac Hamlen 

Tyler Daniel Housey 

McCarthy Donovan Leaf 

Mason Douglas LePard 

 

Max Raymond Marcotte**  

Destiny Matthiesen  

Dexter James Montague 

Brett Moschel** 

Amanda Rose Nash** 

Wyatt Hunter Peterson 

Antonn Somboau Phomma* 

Nathan Postle* 

Brandon Raine 

Bode Severn Rasmussen 

Riley Marie Roden** 

Tate Anthony Serocki 

Deborah Spengler** 

Zachary William Wiste 

Kaden William Flowers Withers 

 

** High Honors, *Honors 

  

 

Minnesota North College - Vermilion Campus Faculty 
 

Aaron Bender ............................... Athletic Director/Volleyball Coach/Softball Coach 

Roger Bontems .............................................................................................. Chemistry 

Dick Brooks .......................................................... Physical Education/Football Coach 

Justin Burum .................................................................................................... Biology 

Mark Carlson ................................................................................. Outdoor Leadership 

Leslie Clapper-Rentz ................................................................ Veterinary Technology 

Thomas Coombe .................................................................................. Baseball Coach 

Kate Cowley .................................................................................................. Counselor 

Helen Delaney ................................................................................. Physical Education 

Donald Gossett ..................................................................................... Land Surveying 

Mary Groeninger ............................................................................................... English 

Janice Guerin ..................................................................................................... English 

Megan Heiman .................................................................................... English/Reading 

William Helms .................................................................................................. English 

Allison Hill ............................................................................... Veterinary Technology 

Beth Hupila ................................................................................................. Psychology 

Jessica Kainz ............................................................................ Veterinary Technology 

Abby Keller ...................................................................................................... Biology 

Laurie Kess ........................................................................................................ Theater 

Wade Klingsporn ................................................................................ Water Resources 

Kelly Klun .................................................................................... Business/Economics 

Rita Koch ...................................................................... Natural Resource Technology 

Steven Kohorst ................................................................................................ Business 

Joseph Kucera ........................................................................................... Mathematics 

Levi Lexvold ................................................................................... Physical Education 

Timothy Loney ................................................. Sociology/Women’s Basketball Coach 

Barbara McLean ............................................................................................ Counselor 

Andy Messerschmidt ................................................................................................ Art 

Ryan Miller ................................................................... Natural Resource Technology 

Christine Moroni ......................................................................................... Humanities 

Jacob Myers ............................................................ Competitive Trap Shooting Coach 

Marja Nelson .................................................................................. Psychology/Speech 

Reed Petersen .........................................................................History/Political Science 

Alyssa Richards ........................ Emergency Services/Wilderness & Park Management 

Molly Roske ..................................................... Biology/Natural Resource Technology 

Carroll Ross ....................................................................................... Law Enforcement 

Nicholas Rothstein ...................................................................................... Economics 

Sharolyn Sievert ............................................................................. Parks & Recreation 

Sara Skelton ..................................................... Humanities/Music/Philosophy/Theater 

Brenda Skorich ......................................................................... Computer Applications 

Sarah Sponholz .......................................................................................... Mathematics 

Daniel Tharp ........................................................................... Men’s Basketball Coach 

Craig Tikkanen ................................................. Biology/Natural Resource Technology 

Willie Totten ................................................................................... Physical Education 

 


